=

Tea Room & Gallery

Our charming tea room, serving tea, coffee,
soft drinks, home-made scones, cakes and
pastries, is open every weekend, all year
round 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

There is also a gallery displaying a range
of prints and paintings by our very own,
renowned aviation artist, Geoff Nutkins.

Parties are welcome at any time by prior
arrangement.

Gardens

If the weather is fine you can also
take advantage of our beautiful Tea
Gardens.

VEN WHERE the M25 motorway makes its brief foray
through the County of Kent, there still can be found
villages and scenery that
have changed but little from the
days of World War Il. Such places
have to be searched for and they
are all the more rewarding for the
effort involved. One such village is
Shoreham, which lies in the Darent
Valley, just five miles from the
famous RAF station at Biggin Hill
and eight miles from Sir Winston ‘ )
White Hart Inn, Brasted, signed by
Churchill’'s home at Chartwell. pilots from Biggin Hill

The Shoreham Aircraft Museum was founded in 1978 by
local enthusiasts whose passion for the Battle of Britain period
resulted in the establishment of a permanent display in 1988.
The official opening was attended by no less than 15 former
Battle of Britain fighter pilots.

The museum serves as a lasting tribute to all those airmen
who fought in the skies over southern
England during World War II. All proceeds
go towards our Local RAF Memorials
Project. Any remaining funds are used for
the recovery and preservation of artefacts
and aircraft.

The museum houses hundreds of
aviation relics excavated by the group
over many years from crashed British and
German aircraft, as well as items which
have been kindly donated. In addition,
there is a fine collection of flying helmets,
uniforms and insignia. This, along with a comprehensive display
of Home Front memorabilia, ensure a visit to the museum is
both enjoyable and educational.

The famous blackout screen from The

Oberleutnant Hasso von
Perthes’ flying helmet and
oxygen mask

LOCAL RAF MEMORIALS PROJECT
In 2006 the museum decided to erect
permanent memorials to Battle of Britain
pilots who lost their lives within a 10 mile
radius of Shoreham. Three memorials have
also been arranged a little further afield.
The project is ambitious and expensive, so we rely heavily upon
volunteers and fundraising. If you can help, please get in touch.

Unfold this leaflet to see the 12 memorials completed so far

«+ Waterloo.

vapour trails across the clear blue of a perfect English
summer. The Battle of Britain was one of the great battles
in history, one of the few entitled to that term. Had it
been lost, the whole future of the world could have been
changed.

I N 1940, the sky over Britain was pencilled with white

Moreover it was fought not on some isolated and distant
battlefield, but in the full view of a large section of the civilian
population who were themselves soon to be deeply involved
as the enemy air attacks turned from radar stations and
airfields to the cities.

It was the first battle ever to have been fought almost
exclusively in the air. It will probably be the last. Fought
between July 10th and October 31st, 1940, high above south
east England and this very museum, it signalled the turning
of the tide.

Few realised that this conflict, clearly seen with the naked
eye, was deciding our fate for today and tomorrow. Yet the

Royal Air Force was winning for Britain its greatest battle and

. for itself an immortality that would stand with Trafalgar and

.

If you have any
‘ souvenirs, pieces
from aircraft shot

1 down during the
Battle of Britain,
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The Shoreham Aircraft Museum
Shoreham Village, Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 7TB
Telephone: 01959 524416 or 07746 568119
Website: www.shoreham-aircraft-museum.co.uk
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or any WW?2 Flying j, ¢

Clothing that you
would like to see
on display in the
museum, please
contact us

el s

N OCTOBER 25th 1940, Feldwebel Gartner, together
with Leutnant Ripke of 8/1G26 were flying top cover
for a bomber formation, when they were attacked

by Spitfires of 92 Squadron. During the

ensuing combat, Leutnant Ripke’s aircraft
was seen to dive away trailing smoke,
eventually crashing at Riverhill House,

Kent. his

machine badly damaged during the attack,

was forced to bale out his aircraft crashing
at Congelow Farm, Yalding, Kent. This

Sevenoaks, Josef Gartner,

Feldwebel Josef Gartner

aircraft was the subject of the first major
recovery by the museum in 1982. Josef Gartner was eventually
traced in Germany, and provided us with the following account...

“I saw a shadow behind me to the left and suffered 6-8 hits in my
right wing. Immediately, a white streak formed and | knew that
; my cooling system had been hit. | tried to
weave about, hoping to turn the cards on
the Spitfire, but my engine got warmer
and warmer due to the loss of the coolant.
The plane became slower and almost
unmanoeuvrable. Then my opponent got me

full on. Flames shot out of the engine and | had

to jump...”

Cockpit clock recovered
from Feldwebel Josef
Gartner’s aircraft

FELDWEBEL JOSEF GARTNER 8/JG26

EPTEMBER 17th, 1940, saw a Hurricane flown by Sergeant

John Lansdell of 607 Squadron involved in combat with

a Messerschmitt 109E, flown by
Hauptmann Neumann of 1/JG27. Sergeant
Lansdell’s aircraft was set on fire and he
had to bale out. The burning Hurricane
crashed into a hop garden at Beltring,
Kent. This scene was witnessed by a young
lad named John Grimes.

Forty-six years later in what is now a
vast wheat field, members of the museum,
after many hours of searching using the
most modern metals detectors, failed to

Control column from
Sergeant Lansdell’s
Hurricane

locate the crash site.
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Whilst deciding their next move, John Grimes arrived at
the scene. After eyeing the lie of the land for a few minutes, he
paced out into the field and pinpointed the exact location.

As soon as the excavation began, wreckage became visible
and as excitement mounted, so the heavens opened. At a depth
of 16 feet, the cockpit section
was unearthed. The armour
plate from behind the pilot’s
seat was removed to reveal
the cockpit instruments and
the control column (the gun
button was still set to fire).
Finally, and spectacularly, the
Rolls Royce Merlin engine was
carefully hauled from the clay.

This must rank as one of the
best examples recovered.

Sergeant Lansdell’s Hurricane

UST AFTER midday on Sunday, September 8th 1940,
Hurricanes of 46 and 605 Squadrons shot down a Dornier
Do 17Z of 5KG/2 (Holzhammer), piloted by Oberleutnant
Martin Ziems and part of a force
of 30 aircraft on a bombing
sortie to the London Docks. The
bomber crashed in a strawberry
field at Rose Farm, near Leeds
Castle, Kent, killing all on board.

Over half a century later, in
July 1992, The Shoreham Aircraft
Museum, with the cooperation
of the Leeds Castle Estate,
recovered two Bramo Fafnir

One of the two Dornier’s Bramo Fafnir
engines recovered at Rose Farm

d

engines, as well as - amazingly
- the Dornier’s full bomb load. A
bomb disposal team from RAF Wittering deactivated ten 50kg
bombs, the first of which was only a few feet below the surface.

Subsequent research has shown that the Sappers tasked to
clear the site of bombs in 1940, left abruptly after discrepancies
were discovered in livestock and produce at Rose Farm!
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Telephone
01959 524416 or 07746 568119

www.shoreham-aircraft-museum.co.uk
Shoreham Village, Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 7TB
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One of the bombs has since been
restored and was presented to Leeds

Castle by The Shoreham Aircraft Museum
and the team from RAF Wittering.

An extensive display of many items
recovered from Leeds Castle can be seen

at the museum. Part of the Leeds Castle

Dornier Do 17Z display

DORNIER Do 17Z of 8/KG76 was shot down by two

Spitfires of 609 Squadron over the Darent Valley on

Sunday, September 15th 1940 - the height of the Battle.
The damaged aircraft crash landed at Castle Farm, Shoreham,
Kent.

The Castle Farm ‘Flying Pencil’ Dornier Do 17Z Painng by artist Geoff Nutkins
Jack Marriot, an ARP warden, gave the following eyewitness
account...

“..we ran across a field to where a German Dornier ‘Flying Pencil’ lay
on the ground with little damage except for a smashed undercarriage.
Three of the crew who were not seriously injured had been taken away
by the Home Guard. One was lying beside the aircraft. The First Aid
crew applied dressings and bandages to the bullet wounds in his chest.
We carried him to the ambulance. This
was the first German | had seen close up.
He was very young and ghostly pale. His
uniform looked shoddy and he had holes
in the soles of his flying boots, not at all
the ruthless superman type we had been
led to expect. Colonel Greenwood and his
Home Guard collected one of the uninjured
airmen. He told me ‘The poor blighter

seemed very shaken so the boys and |

Forage cap and undercarriage
indicator from the
Castle Farm Dornier Do 172

stopped off at the Crown and | bought him

a pint before we turned him in.”
JACK MARRIOT



F/O N Barry (501 sqn)
Died 07/10/1940
Court Lodge Farm, Stack Rd, Dartford
DA4 9DU

Sgt J Ellis (85 sqn)
Died 01/09/1940

Warren Road, Chelsfield, Orpington
BR6 6ER
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P/O C D Francis (253 sqn)
Died 30/08/1940

Tumblefield Rd, Stansted, Sevenoaks
TN15 7PG

615 sqgn)
Died 06/11/1940
Noah’s Ark, Kemsing, Sevenoaks
TN15 6PA

F/L P C Hughes DFC (234 sqn)
Died 07/09/1940 Died 27/09/1940
Main Road, Sundridge, Sevenoaks Crowhurst Farm, Borough Green,
TN14 6EG Sevenoaks, TN15 8PE
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F/L J Paterson (92 sqn)
Died 27/09/1940

Sgt T G Oldfield (92 sqn)
Died 27/09/1940
Hesketh Park, Pilgrims Way, Dartford
DA1 1QZ p DA4 0JH

F/O M Ravenhill (229 sqn)
Died 30/09/1940

Fen Pond Road, Ightham, Sevenoaks
TN15 9JD

F/L R C Reynell (43 sqn)
Died 07/09/1940
Point Hill Park, Greenwich, London
SE10 8QL

F/L R F Rimmer (229 sqn)
Died 27/09/1940
Franchise Manor, Burwash, East Sussex
TN19 7JX

Sparepenny Lane, Farningham, Dartford

F/O R M Waterston (603 sqn)
Died 31/08/1940

Royal Artillery Barracks, Woolwich, London

SE18 4BH




